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disinfected, rat guards were placed on wharf lines, cargo compart- 
ments were fumigated. 

During the week ended May 21, 1904, there were 134 deaths from 
plague in this city, the same number as for the previous week. The 
daily reports indicate very little if any reduction for the current week. 
Cholera has increased to 114 deaths, most of the cases being among 
the Hindoos, as before reported. 

In Bengal, for the week ended May 14, 1904, there were 432 cases 
and 345 deaths from plague. In all India, for the week ended May 7, 
1904, there were 49,804 cases, with 41,607 deaths. In the Punjab 
there was an increase to 34,685, leaving only 7,000 for the rest of the 
Empire. In all the other presidencies or provinces there has been a 
reduction. 

ITALY. 

Report from Naples — Inspection of vessels — Prophylaxis ofpaludism- 

Antidysentery serum. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Eager reports, June 6, as follows: During 
the week ended June 4, 1904, the following ships were inspected at 
Naples and Palermo : 

NAPLES. 



Date. 


Name of ship. 


Destination. 


Steerage 
passengers 
inspected 
and passed. 


Pieces of '' p if .„p sof 

large bag- 1 f^mure 

gage in- j "^ 

spected ! f °>™ 

and passed.! Ieclea - 
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steerage 
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mended for 
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June 1 
1 


Sardegna 

Romanic 

Gallia 


New York 


583 
747 
243 


95 ! 890 16 
190 ! 1,192 35 


2 


New York 


60 520 7 


PALERMO. 


May 30 i Napolitan Prince New York 


218 


75 


325 ! 29 

1 



Laveran's "Prophylaxis of Paludism." 

The recent work of Laveran, Prophylaxie du Paludisme, is an inter- 
esting indorsement of the protective measures against malaria that 
have been adopted by modern hygienists. He accepts the practical 
preventive recommendations which are the outgrowth of his announce- 
ment in 1880 and his subsequent communications of the causative 
factor in malarial diseases. Laveran's formal indorsement of the 
technique of the modern antimalaria campaign attracts particular 
interest in Italy, where the original announcement of the eminent 
French army surgeon received its principal corroboration through the 
work of Marchiafava, Celli, and Golgi, and where, in recent years, 
the Government has expended large sums of money in efforts to redeem 
wide areas of land, such as the Roman Campagna, and many places in 
southern Italy, Sicily, and Sardegna — a once prosperous and healthful 
country, but now desolate from malaria. Laveran's new book indorses 
in particular the protection of man against the bites of mosquitoes, 
the prophylactic administration of quinine to exposed persons, the 
cleaning up of bad lands, and the betterment of individual hygiene. 

Antidysentery serum. 

Much attention is being attracted, especially in Italy and England, 
to the experiments at present being made in Ceylon by the Italian 
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physician, Castelani, whose name has already been brought into promi- 
nent notice through his scientific studies of sleeping sickness in Uganda. 
Castelani, who now occupies the chair of pathology in the medical 
school at Colombo, Ceylon, has been invited to go to England to make 
a demonstration of his studies and experiments before the Liverpool 
School of Tropical Medicine. 

MEXICO. 

Report from Monterey — Sanitary conditions at Voiles, and danger of 
reinfection of Tampico. 

Assistant Surgeon Goldberger reports as follows: 

Monterey, Mexico, June 5, 1904. 

1 returned to this city last night after a visit to Valles for the pur- 
pose of making an inspection of its sanitary condition. Valles is a 
town of about 2,000 inhabitants, about 90 miles from Tampico on the 
San Luis division of the Mexican Central Railroad. The town is built 
on a rise of ground overlooking a small stream, the Rio Naranjo, from 
which the water supply of the town is obtained. 

There are no wells; all the drinking water is brought from the river 
and kept for use in jars, cans, and barrels, which, naturally, form 
excellent breeding places for mosquitoes. 

There are, of course, no sewers, and I am told that, until recently, 
few, if any, cesspools. The policing of the town was, and in large 
measure still is, left to the ubiquitous pigs, dogs, and hens. 

In 1898 and again in 1903 the town was scourged by } T ellow fever. 
About three weeks ago a suspicious case was reported, but was not 
officially confirmed. The patient died, and his hut was destroyed by 
fire. Why this should have been done, under the circumstances, is not 
clear. The case was reported by a railroad surgeon whom I was unable 
to meet, as he travels back and forth over the line, and circumstances 
did not seem to justify my spending four or five days in an effort to 
meet him. 

A local practicioner, an American, told me that there was but little 
sickness in the town and that he had seen no suspicious cases. I am 
inclined to give some weight to this man's opinion as he is a non- 
immune and would be likely to leave, as he did last year, at the appear- 
ance of yellow fever. 

The sanitary measures taken for the prevention of an outbreak this 
year are on precisely the same lines as those being carried out in the 
other cities which were infected last year, and are under the direction 
of the superior board of health of Mexico. All houses suspected of 
infection have been or are being disinfected with sulphur. Water 
containers are inspected and an attempt is made to minimize the prop- 
agation of mosquitoes by emptying those containers having larvae, or 
by oiling them. 

* * * * * * * 

Fortunately, the presence of yellow fever in this town is of only 
secondary importance. 

The character of its population is such that there is practically no 
travel from it to the United States. It threatens us only through 
Tampico, which it might readily reinfect, as the drift of travel 
(laborers) is from Valles to the seaport. 

It may not be out of place to invite attention to this matter of rein- 



